. Lay-out of the experimental setup. The spherical transducer array is oriented up-wards. Agar gel filling the spherical cavity provides acoustic coupling. The mouse is placed in prone position and ultrasonic gel is used to guarantee seamless contact. The laser output is guided to the center
of the spherical ultrasound probe by a fiber bundle. For each laser pulse, the generated optoacoustic signals detected by all the array elements were simultaneously sampled with a custom-made data acquisition system (DAQ). 
